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Back Ground Information

The Center for Military Human Rights, Korea (CMHRK), established in 2009, is located in
Seoul, the Republic of Korea (ROK). It is currently registered at the Seoul Metropolitan
Office. Its main activities are counseling victims of human rights violation in the military,
providing legal assists, and observing human rights violation cases in the military. The
CMHRK participated in the 1st cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) in 2008." In
2012, it submitted its individual submission to the 2nd cycle of the UPR, and participated in
the joint submission to the working group of the UPR.

Terminology: In this document “Soldier” refers to those who are in the ranks from Private
to Sergeant. They are usually composed of males in their twenties who are mandatorily
conscripted according to the obligation under the Constitution and the Military Service Law.
When the document refers to all ranks of soldiers, “Military Personnel” was used.
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Death Toll and Suicide

SAY RO G2D 2o F MUA £ XH 100] @ 2 BR 1308 £FS AT Uk
0] & At&t2 Qlst AFY2 20014 668, 2006 7793, 2011 97O Z AMSME H UL}
2001 2B 20055 77X| 345%, 2006 A5 E 2010 7FK| 3953 0| KtAFZ AMLSIO] 2O Lf KtAE
M7t SHZSIA Retn ATk AT} 2011H01s 2147] S0f HS2E CHA| AR 47} 3Rt2]
20| FANCL B4 olAMO| WP 20| 2000 7¥ Atao|Y ZHAIAHS Ofctn
2011H7%] 2759 20| T3 OMS HUHSU = AHat 98|2) F7HsHe FACh (See Table 1).

=
o
I-J

Year

2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 lune Sum

2012

Suicide

66 79 69 67 64 77 80 75 81 82 97 52 837

Death
Toll

164 | 158 | 150 | 135 | 128 | 121 | 134 | 113 | 129 | 128 | 143 - 1503

Table 1 Death Toll and Suicide (National Statistical Office and Congressperson Jeong, Hui-su)

! Its name was the Establishment of the centre for human rights in the military

2 besonderes Gewaltver halt nis refers to the relationship of obedience of one to another, and this produces Vorbehalt des Gesetzes and
places authority to order, direct, discipline to the inferior on the superior.

2
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4. o 4zt A2 HiE2 X0l AMRCe| Relez XpX|Sh= H[Z0|Ch Xpael AR QI H|E2 2000
HLH ZXYF 50%0( A 2006 S 7|Ho2 Z7t840] 2011H0|= 68%= 7| 2MLC} (See Graph 1). 0]
= AH&O| QI AP QI 1E KHX|SHD Q= ZAO|Ch

70%

50% -

30% T T T T T T T T T T 1
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Graph 1 Suicide out of Death Toll (National Statistical Office)

Iv. Suicide by Rank

5. dOE oHNNM S/t A2E 2ASHH, W XXt HEH O|40| HYS Y £ UL} 2006
HEEH 20104 6FMMK|Q] SAHE BT T 67%7t HO|UD, 21%7t TEALZ AHZO|AUCH (See
Graph 2 and 4).

6. oz ZE2 O MEAEQ AZSHME |FX|ECHD F

A4

of & 4 ok HEZ

A=o| w2

[ T 9—'
19960 Af 1998 AtO] Atadeh Hol AgS =M 2t 48%7t OF, 29%7F LE2=2 HH &
XHAatol 77%2 8+Q| A 20| XHX|BHCH (See Graph 3 and 5).
Suicide by Rank Suicide of Soldiers by Rank

3%

o,

M General 15% M Sergent

o, B Warrant/Noncom
21% M Corporal

= Soldier

M Civilian Worker M Private 1st

Class
Graph 2. Year: 2006 - Jun 2010 Graph 3. Year: 1996 - 1998 (Office of the Provost Marshal General)
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é 200 é 60
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72 9 " £
. B .=
Warrant/ . Civilian Private .
General Soldier Sergent Corporal Private
Noncom Worker 1st Class
| B suicide 32 72 235 9 | B humber 17 34 64 107
Graph 4. Year: 2006 - Jun 2010 Graph 5. Year: 1996 - 1998 (Office of the Provost Marshal General)
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oM =R25ts e L (SHAL, AL 2%,

2 H?N7F 0E 208 7p7t0| Atdeh AE SdHA]
ekl E Lk At=of 23 200072011 H ] &

174H0o| X2 7t} XpASHCE (See Table 2).

Low Company Grade Low Noncom
Rank . First Second Sergeant First Staff Sum
Captain . .
Lieutenant Lieutenant Class Sergeant
Number 26 17 11 54 66 174
Table 2. Year: 2000~Jun. 2011 (Army Headquarters, Air Force Headquarters, Navy Headquarters)

8. O LIO}7} 70| 2011 7 SAA} 6938 I} B2 R 209130y S =
2 HAst

al s 3 A

QIS HALOIA 10.2%(9131F)7F ™27 A EO[LL ZE7F Hast Aoz '—f PoACh S4
A 72O oAt TEIF HRTE H[E2 3.4%(2021F)0| Y
Ch f2tg el Z2x Tz e Q0| 5.6%(
(See Table 3).?

Company Grade Master Sergeant/ Sergeant First Class Sum
Counseling 891 4609 5500
Treatment 1610 2021 3631

Sum 2501 6630 9131
Table 3. Year: July 2012  Number of Military Personnel who need Medical Counseling or Treatment

V. Cause of Suicide

9. AlfHm o|AO0|A 27t XI20| E2MH 2006 2 E 20108 67X

| QI At& @olol Hut
O H&M20|Ct 1 CHEOZ JIEERQ 7|Et ALRT MELL HI, 7 AHio| AgEE0| 2 2
Z1t dao| Ut (See Graph 6 and 7).
Cause of Suicide Cause of Suicide
100 14%
50 - 51%
35%
0 - .
Maladaptation Fam”y Problem B Maladaptation B Family Problem EETC
Graph 6. Year 2006 — Jun 2010 Graph 7. Year 2006 - Jun 2010
10. A HHEAM XA2E 2H, 2o Ofst ‘BN X7t LS ASS ¥ & AUCH EBH Mo

¥ Jo, Byeong-uk, “How to Stop Nonbattle Strength Loss”, Segye 1 Nov 2011, retrieved from 5 Oct 2012
WWW.segye.com

* The term “maladaptation” implies the military authorities’ perspective on suicide cases that those who die are the weak
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F&2 o SHF0| HA|A 2XHEst 227t JA/USE & = UL ofef defj=ojN ‘BEHS, KN
', 7t=dR'E & WRO AMStE AHAEEY 20I0|Ch O[S0 TA| ARl & 40% 0|4
S ARt QUCh HIE HEAN REE T, MY, IS5 52 F AN BHE 2Ryou,
05 oAl HZIEHo2 Zolats MMM B0 o) FFS LUCHD 2 + YTt 2EHO
2 Ciot8lg o] 2% dd, MY, 2l& MH|A 52 25 ANE2E sjdstn A7 IE0 o
W ZROMEX 2 URH X7t @S F2 ACkD 2 5 Ut (See Graph 8).
29, Cause of Suicide W Maladaptation
12% —l B Punishment
29% .
9% B Hazing
B Family

9%

25%

4%

10%

H Taedium Vitae

H Personal Matters

Graph 8. Year: 1997 - 2002 (Office of the Provost Marshal General)

11. et 8 7t=d9lz 2 23N s oW A 222 T SHE L E0S2 AKX HCh
T Yot ARO| MEH T R0 AR T HEO|l ARt FEF AA2
2008 H0f 1,343 HO|QACLt 2011 HO| 1,511 22 FIIYCE. O3 FEIS| §F0| Atet =7}
2008 # 75 0jA 2011 @ 97 ez FIMt=H FE¥E FAS + UMD MEC Ol=
tEdelel ZdR0= OrEZEXOILh O dfet A2 0] #X[S0] E= FE U JIZHYE
LIEFLH: QUX| @Ch= O ALk Of A=0= 0| 2, F+5tALE AE S HEst Z27t
ZSHE|X| QUQUCt (See Graph 9 and 10).

Reported Beating Cases Reported Hazing Cases
1600 \’A 80
1200 60 /"<I
\ 40
800 N 20 - 4
400 0
Jun- Jun-
2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011
12 12
——Beating| 1343 | 1276 | 1208 | 1551 | 640 —®—Hazing| 18 | 16 | 24 | 63 | 46

Graph 9 Congressperson Choi, Won-sik

Graph 10 Congressperson Choi, Won-sik

and the trouble maker rather than the other way around.
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31.2HO0| UL}, (See OECD Statistics: stats.oecd.org)
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SR X & EIEZ2 el oF | 7F o= AMUALLD EEXE HHEZ0[ 2000E CHO
A, 2009 ‘RHAZTIOIHA|AG 3, | 26.1%0 S0H3HCE
20114 SHEO) B7|AA Ol @AY | 20| RO FZAIAHS 2009 9o OHAMS
dsddE HE Ol= 2008 75740|RAE Rpatds=7} 2009 817,
2010 8274, 20114 97HCE #£& ZIUtstn, St
FME FX =2 ACE
= HOMe =EE &S|z Rf=Ct 1998 A
2E, ZAEFHFE HM25Z H4ago|M 20| & 2
FoM nFHME|el siE2 275te HRE XISt
1 Aok R0 AFZKZE 2¥Ftes B TAHQ
Ciefol & = UACh
YRE Aty Yoz 2X3E 485 | o|ld 2Fe Ao MAZS =2 JHA0A T7t5H=
of o #o XNAXE EXSXZ | AO0[Ch Chot AtaEw RS 7taistn, dAMS
Tt Mg 4= gich
Aol Ol2& ZEE 7|l Hige | 228z ‘BHI'E ZOcte SExAH0| ¥
\' d, F58, A=Y 22 &} = Aoz Hiop Epgsict’
AMHSO0| JHQIFO|A A0 51, | 2011E KRR F7tE QAT HIAMOAM A5
QILiao] RFStH, AZ|0|M AMREE | TlX, 2O W XA 5 1/40] FEISEE 2
2 39| O7|X| QAOtM FL{| AH&O] & | o At Aoz HIE|0 HA Z0 228 &
YotCt. M7t ULt
vi.  ZQIHME 7} X|H5tn A= ArA
A Edz - FEIIZAHRE B2 KiAY
B. 48+ - FEMVIZHRZE 2F LI =2 010 XiSjAtY
C. HolH - nHeZ HFE|Q JAS =10 F5 00 XA
D. #9 MZHX| AMtAdE2 2&F ZQIHMEOAM HDsiAt & A X AR,
3 d 25 I HRIER0 QAAHASH AFS EUH, Z7HE M=
o/tRSA 858 flet 250 Td FO|LCt.
VIIl. Suggested Questions and Recommendations
Questions
Q 2009\ O|SHE| Ofid YO} BLS HO| “IRAMZY =2 T10f QARSH AHALEHX]
T2 WS O[&3t= EFO|Lt 1 0|20 AH&dtRA=7t?

® Kim, Ho-cheol, “Scoping Problems of Suicide in the Military through Complaints on Suspicious Deaths in the
Military”, Expert Discussion 2006: How to Treat Those Whom Are Disposed of as Suicide in the Military, Presidential

Truth Commission on Suspicious Deaths, (2006): p. 37. Print
" Ibid. p. 14-20.
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